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I. ICD10h: Introduction and overview

Great Leap Working Group 2
Methods and tools for 
standardisation, coding and 
classifying causes of death: 
ICD10h

Alice Reid
Maria Hiltunen Maltesdotter
Mayra Murkens
Eilidh Garrett

Developed in collaboration with:

SHiPP - Scottish Historical Population 
Platform / Digitising Scotland – all Scottish 
deaths 1855-1973 
Chris Dibben, Lee Williamson, Eilidh 
Garrett

SHiP+ - international comparisons of 
historic causes of death
Angelique Janssens and many others



ICD10h: what is it?

• An international cause of 
death coding and 
classification scheme for 
historic individual-level 
causes of death
• Historic

• Individual level

• Coding

• Categorisation

• International



ICD10h: why do we need it?

• Challenges:
• Historic data

• Individual level

• Categorisation

• International

Copyright © 2019 Bills of Mortality, 
February 21–28, 1664/Wellcome
Collection, CC BY 4.0
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Bertillon, 1899 in J. Bernabeu-Mestre et al. 2003

Villefrance Perner, 2023



ICD10h: why do we need it?

• Challenges:
• Historic data

• Individual level

• Categorisation

• International

‘For statistical purposes there can be no such class 
allowed as the Tubercular; it would violate all our 
rules. Every disease now put under that class must 
be referred to the organ of the body chiefly affected; 
so phthisis must be referred to Diseases of the 
Respiratory Organs; Hydrocephalus to Diseases of 
the Brain; Tabes Mesenterica to Diseases of the 
Organs of Digestion.’ Stark (1864)

Dr Stark's proposed new classification of diseases 
for statistical purposes : (new Scottish 
classification). 1864. Source: Wellcome Collection.

Annual report 
of the 
Registrar-
General of 
births, deaths, 
and marriages 
in England. 
Twenty-
Seventh 
Report,  1864

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/dd6we7u9
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ICD10h: why do we need it?

• Sensitive treatment of historic data

• Helps place messy individual strings 
into broader categorisations

• Allows a number of different 
categorisations, enabling comparisons
• Across time

• Between places

Post-neonatal infant mortality rate for 

convulsions (5-year moving averages), 1800-1955



ICD10h: how to access it

Historic cause of death coding and 
classification scheme for individual-level causes 
of death

- Manual [https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.109960]

- Codes [https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.109961]

• Masterlist with HistCat

• ICD10h2020 to ICD10h2024 transfer

- English language historic strings [https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.109962]

- Infant Categorisations [https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.109963]

Placeholder for 
screenshot of access 
page (not yet 
available)



ICD10h: how to use it - Manual



ICD10h: how to use it - Codes

• Masterlist

IDMasterlist ICD10h ICD10 icd10_2levelCATEGORY ICD10_2levelCAUSE ICD10h_DESCRIPTION HistCat DoNotUse NotForUnderlying GenderSpecific

1 A00.000 A00.0 Cholera

Cholera due to Vibrio 

cholerae 01, biovar cholerae Cholera due to Vibrio cholerae 01, biovar cholerae Diarrhoea 0 0 0

2 A00.100 A00.1 Cholera

Cholera due to Vibrio 

cholerae 01, biovar el tor Cholera due to Vibrio cholerae 01, biovar el tor Diarrhoea 0 0 0

3 A00.900 A00.9 Cholera Cholera, unspecified Cholera, unspecified Diarrhoea 0 0 0

4 A00.901 A00.9 Cholera Cholera, unspecified Choleraic diarrhoea Diarrhoea 0 0 0

5 A01.000 A01.0

Typhoid and paratyphoid 

fevers Typhoid fever Typhoid fever Diarrhoea 0 0 0

6 A01.001 A01.0

Typhoid and paratyphoid 

fevers Typhoid fever Enteric fever Diarrhoea 0 0 0

7 A01.003 A01.0

Typhoid and paratyphoid 

fevers Typhoid fever Gastric fever Diarrhoea 0 0 0

8 A01.004 A01.0

Typhoid and paratyphoid 

fevers Typhoid fever Colonial fever Diarrhoea 0 0 0

9 A01.005 A01.0

Typhoid and paratyphoid 

fevers Typhoid fever Fog fever Diarrhoea 0 0 0

10 A01.100 A01.1

Typhoid and paratyphoid 

fevers Paratyphoid fever A Paratyphoid fever A Diarrhoea 0 0 0

11 A01.200 A01.2

Typhoid and paratyphoid 

fevers Paratyphoid fever B Paratyphoid fever B Diarrhoea 0 0 0

12 A01.300 A01.3

Typhoid and paratyphoid 

fevers Paratyphoid fever C Paratyphoid fever C Diarrhoea 0 0 0

13 A01.400 A01.4

Typhoid and paratyphoid 

fevers

Paratyphoid fever, 

unspecified Paratyphoid fever, unspecified Diarrhoea 0 0 0

14 A02.000 A02.0 Other Salmonella infections Salmonella gastro-enteritis Salmonella gastro-enteritis Diarrhoea 0 0 0

15 A02.100 A02.1 Other Salmonella infections Salmonella septicaemia Salmonella septicaemia Diarrhoea 0 0 0

16 A02.200 A02.2 Other Salmonella infections

Localised Salmonella 

infections Localised Salmonella infections Diarrhoea 0 0 0

17 A02.800 A02.8 Other Salmonella infections

Other specified Salmonella 

infections Other specified Salmonella infections Diarrhoea 0 0 0

18 A02.900 A02.9 Other Salmonella infections

Salmonella infection, 

unspecified Salmonella infection, unspecified Diarrhoea 0 0 0

19 A03.000 A03.0 Shigellosis

Shigellosis due to Shigella 

dysenteriae Shigellosis due to Shigella dysenteriae Diarrhoea 0 0 0

20 A03.100 A03.1 Shigellosis

Shigellosis due to Shigella 

flexneri Shigellosis due to Shigella flexneri Diarrhoea 0 0 0



ICD10h: how to use it - Codes

• 2020 to 2024 Transfer

ID2024Transfer IDoct2020Masterlist ICD10h_oct2020 ICD10h2024

1 1 A00.000 A00.000

2 2 A00.100 A00.100

3 3 A00.900 A00.900

4 4 A00.901 A00.901

5 5 A01.000 A01.000

6 6 A01.001 A01.001

7 7 A01.002 R50.905

8 8 A01.003 A01.003

9 9 A01.004 A01.004

10 10 A01.005 A01.005

11 11 A01.100 A01.100

12 12 A01.200 A01.200

13 13 A01.300 A01.300

14 14 A01.400 A01.400

15 15 A02.000 A02.000

16 16 A02.100 A02.100

17 17 A02.200 A02.200



ICD10h: how to use it - HistoricStringsEnglish



ICD10h: how to use it - InfantCat



II. Engagement opportunities

If you want to join working group II in some of its 
endeavours, please fill in this form:

https://forms.gle/Rugs8pCoCfQf4wU18

https://forms.gle/Rugs8pCoCfQf4wU18


Four different types of working groups

❖ Language specific Historic Strings collection and creation

❖ New categorisations

❖ Underlying causes 

❖Code allocation



Four different types of working groups
❖ Language specific Historic Strings collection and creation

- Open to everyone interested
- Different working groups for each language/related languages
- Acknowledgement as author when Historic Strings file is published

❖ New categorisations
- Open to everyone interested

- Different working groups for each categorisation

- Acknowledgement as author when specific Categorisation is published

❖ Underlying causes 
- Needs a small committee with expertise, thus restricted number of members

- Acknowledgement as author when code is published

❖ Code allocation
- Needs a small committee with expertise, thus restricted number of members



How do we proceed?

• Everyone can fill in the form: 
https://forms.gle/Rugs8pCoCfQf4wU18

• Processing of answers early October

But the form will remain open after this date!

• Put together the working groups for which enough people 
have signed up

If there are not enough people for particular languages or categorisations, we 
aim to put volunteers into contact with those working on similar topics

https://forms.gle/Rugs8pCoCfQf4wU18
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