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Challenges
1. Lack of accurate and comparable data

2. Research in the historical background of human health and life 
expectancy is fragmented and firmly set within disciplinary 
boundaries

3. Uneven access between countries to digital research innovations 
concerning sources, data, and analytical strategies



Objectives
Great Leap takes a unique, multidisciplinary approach from a 
historical perspective to gain a greater understanding of the roots 
and drivers of health inequalities across regions and countries in 
Europe and beyond.
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Objectives
Great Leap takes a unique, multidisciplinary approach from a 
historical perspective to gain a greater understanding of the roots 
and drivers of health inequalities across regions and countries in 
Europe and beyond.

1. The first international comparable dataset of 

individual-level historical cause of death data

2. Innovative analytical tools to analyse it

3. Insights into how this information can be used in 

current public health policy and practice.



Members
36 countries 

340+ scholars The network includes a wide 

range of academic expertise 

in history, social sciences, life 

sciences and epidemiology 

and involves university-, 

research-, government- and 

(international) health 

institutes and organizations, 

including statistical offices 

and national archives. 
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Individual Level Causes of Death

WG 4
Coordination of training program and STSMs 

for YRIs

WG 5
Communication & Dissemination

Special issue of Historical Life Course Studies (open access 
and Q1 journal) to provide an overview of sources and 
databases that record individual-level causes of death from 
1800 to 1950. 

Structure Papers
1. Introduction: (National) context of the development of 

cause-of-death statistics
2. Description of cause-of-death source(s) 
3. Development of the database: construction and 

description 
4. Recent research using the sources/databases
5. Future research and/ or potential uses of the 

sources/databases Individual-level data questionnaire responses 





tblPersoonDoodsoorzaak DOopgeschoond ICD10h1 ICD10level1
variolae confluentes variolae confluente B03.000 Smallpox
Variolae verae Variolae verae B03.000 Smallpox
variolaes variolae B03.000 Smallpox
pokken pokken B03.001 Smallpox



Amsterdam cause-of-death database 1856-1940

| 15

tblPersoonDoodsoorzaak DOopgeschoond ICD10h1 ICD10level1
variolae confluentes variolae confluente B03.000 Smallpox
Variolae verae Variolae verae B03.000 Smallpox
variolaes variolae B03.000 Smallpox
pokken pokken B03.001 SmallpoxPeriod between 1854 and 1940, with some 

missing years 

Around 600.000 individuals

Information is available on the date of 
death, place of death, address of
the deceased, sex, marital status, age at 
death, occupation and cause of death.

Additional: rents, social status, piped water, 
sewerage, healthcare (doctors/midwives), 
temperature, name, father/mother (civil 
registry)

Radboud Group for Citizen Science for the 
History of Health



What are we looking for

During the Searchaton, participants will search for and identify archival sources (both digitized and in physical 

form) that contain any of the following types of information:

• Registers of deaths (parish, civil, or municipal) that include causes of death or related annotations.

• Hospital and infirmary records, such as patient admission logs, treatment records, and mortality registers.

• Public health reports issued by local or national authorities, including mortality statistics or outbreak 

reports.

• Medical officer reports or epidemiological surveys documenting disease prevalence or causes of mortality.

• Military health and casualty records containing medical diagnoses or death causes.

• Burial and cemetery registers with cause-of-death references.

• Specialized databases or digitized collections that aggregate such records from specific regions or periods.



Some examples from the Netherlands

Register of contagious diseases

Patient register children hospital

Death notices

Death register (with cause of death)



Objective Searchaton

The goal of this Searchaton is to identify and locate historical archival 
sources that document causes of death and disease-related 
information across Europe. By bringing together archivists, researchers, 
and data specialists, we aim to map out the wealth of materials preserved 
in European archives that can shed light on public health patterns, medical 
practices, and mortality trends from the past two centuries. 

The Searchaton will focus on uncovering collections that contain 
systematically recorded health information, both in textual and tabular 
forms, and that could potentially be used for research on the history of 
medicine, demography, and epidemiology.



Expected outcomes

The results of the Searchaton will contribute to a data paper to be 
submitted to Open Research Europe as part of the special collection 
“Multidisciplinary approaches to historical health inequalities, 1800–
2022”. All participants that contribute findings are encouraged to 
contribute as co-authors to this paper. 

Furthermore, a summary and synthesis of the findings will be 
included in the introduction to a special issue of Historical Life 
Course Studies on sources and databases for the study of historical 
populations.



https://greatleap.eu/ 

How can I participate? 

https://greatleap.eu/
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